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Orwell saying, ‘‘Free speech is my 
right to say what you don’t want to 
hear.’’ What a fitting quote for our 
friend, LOUIE GOHMERT. 

You can count on LOUIE to be truth-
ful. Sometimes he says what you don’t 
want him to say. But he says it if he 
believes it. He is a man of integrity, 
and he stands his ground. You can 
count on LOUIE GOHMERT to be bold, 
and you can count on LOUIS to be fear-
less. 

There will be a great hole in this au-
gust body here without LOUIE GOH-
MERT. I imagine that it will really 
never be filled in the same way that it 
was. 

In a recent Louie Hour, my friend 
closed his time on the floor with fol-
lowing words, and I would like to do 
the same. 

I continue to have hope that springs eter-
nal in the human breast that we don’t and 
won’t lose the greatest freedom, the greatest 
country, and the greatest gift of a country 
any people has ever received, and that it will 
not be our generation that sees it lost. 

May God bless LOUIE GOHMERT and 
his family. 

We will miss him. 
Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield to the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
ARRINGTON). 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to say what an honor it has been 
to serve alongside the great LOUIE GOH-
MERT. I have watched him on tele-
vision, as we say, for many years, 
fighting the fight for our freedom, for 
the Constitution, and for the values 
that make America so exceptional and 
so great. 

I know I am about to be gaveled, and 
I am running out of time, so let me say 
this: This man has the kind of grit and 
the kind of fight that this country and 
this country’s leaders are going to need 
if we are going to restore freedom and 
return power to the people and resur-
rect the great United States of Amer-
ica. 

If we could just bottle a little bit of 
LOUIE GOHMERT and force-feed it to the 
Members of this body, I believe we 
could get our great country back. 

God bless LOUIE GOHMERT. God bless 
his family and all his future endeavors, 
and God bless America. 

f 

b 1830 

HONORING FRED HAMPTON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. RUSH) for 
30 minutes. 

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
friend, LOUIE GOHMERT, for his friend-
ship over the past years that we have 
served together in this Chamber. 

I certainly thank him for his support 
of the Emmett Till Antilynching Act 
that was signed into law by President 
Biden a few months ago. I thank Rep-
resentative GOHMERT for his support 
and for his steadfastness on that bill. 

Mr. Speaker, it is for the final time 
that I stand in this well on this floor to 
commemorate the memory and the leg-
acy of Fred Hampton, my friend and 
comrade in the Black Panther Party. 

This last Sunday marked 53 years 
since Chairman Fred was assassinated 
by a racist, corrupt Chicago Police De-
partment, which, as a part of the FBI’s 
COINTELPRO program, the FBI’s na-
tional counterintelligence program, 
without legal authority and in stark 
violation of the U.S. Constitution, 
surveilled, harassed, harmed, arrested, 
and assassinated innocent, ordinary 
American citizens. 

My friend, Fred Hampton, was a bril-
liant young man that I recruited to 
join the Illinois Chapter of the Black 
Panther Party, which I, along with Mr. 
Bob Brown, organized in 1968. 

Fred and I fought together side by 
side against police brutality and police 
murder in Chicago specifically, but 
across our great Nation in general. 

We set up free community health 
clinics, free breakfast for children pro-
grams, and a free busing to prison pro-
gram to allow families to visit their 
loved ones who were in prison. 

Mr. Speaker, we initiated free sickle 
cell anemia testing programs to edu-
cate this Nation and to tell Black peo-
ple about this dreaded but often and 
largely ignored disease. 

Mr. Speaker, thanks to his char-
ismatic leadership, Fred Hampton was 
so powerful and so inspirational 
throughout the city of Chicago and the 
Nation at large, his charisma, his influ-
ence extended even to other countries. 

Chairman Fred was a charismatic, 
courageous, exceptional, and highly 
committed leader, who, at the age of 
21, was assassinated while he slept 
under the influence of the drug Seconal 
that was put in his favorite drink at 
that time, which was Kool-Aid. His 
Kool-Aid was laced with Seconal. 

Why? Because Fred Hampton used 
every fiber of his talent, his immense 
talent, without hesitancy, to fight for 
poor people: poor Whites, poor Blacks, 
poor Asians, poor Hispanic people, poor 
people across the board. 

His oratory skills exceeded almost 
every significant leader of his time. In-
deed, Mr. Speaker, he was able to move 
the masses not simply and only be-
cause of his oratory but also because of 
his example. 

To see Fred, to hear Fred, was to 
know Fred, to be inspired by Fred. 

Mr. Speaker, Chicago, my home city, 
the city I love, was and still is one of 
the most segregated cities in America, 
but Chairman Fred understood how to 
connect across racial and geographic 
boundaries. He knew how to connect 
with aspirations and deep-seated de-
sires of people across racial and geo-
graphic lines. He knew how to create 
alliances and coalitions based around 
common needs and common desires. 

He created the original Rainbow Coa-
lition in Chicago. This coalition was a 
partnership with the Young Lords, a 
Hispanic organization, and the Young 

Patriots, which was an organization of 
poor Appalachian Whites from the Up-
town community in Chicago. 

Mr. Speaker, this amazing, creative, 
never-seen-before coalition of poor peo-
ple was comprised of working-class 
people in our city suffering with the 
same issues that we all were suffering 
with. Those issues were police bru-
tality, substandard housing, mediocre 
education, low-quality healthcare, and 
low-quality food that was being sold in 
stores in our neighborhoods. 

Mr. Speaker, these were the pro-
grams that Fred Hampton championed. 
This was the kind of individual that 
Fred Hampton was. 

I stand here today, Mr. Speaker, and 
say that rather than be saluted for 
these and similar efforts, the Black 
Panther Party members, and particu-
larly Chairman Fred, were seen as a 
threat to those in power. 

J. Edgar Hoover said that the Black 
Panther Party was this Nation’s num-
ber one threat. Why? We were feeding 
hungry children. We were providing 
free healthcare to young children, to 
poor people who needed it. We were 
taking loved ones to prison to see their 
loved ones who were incarcerated. We 
were speaking truth to power. 

Is this the reason why Fred Hampton 
was assassinated? Is this the very rea-
son why the Black Panther Party was 
being viewed by J. Edgar Hoover and 
the FBI as the number one threat to 
this Nation? It just doesn’t make 
sense. 

Mr. Speaker, J. Edgar Hoover’s FBI 
started a file on Fred and put him on 
their Agitator Index, listing him as a 
key militant leader. 

They even went so far as to hire a fel-
low by the name of William O’Neal, a 
streetwise Black criminal and opera-
tive, as an FBI informant who was as-
signed to infiltrate the Black Panther 
Party and report back to them about 
our every move, our every activity. 

b 1845 

And then, Mr. Speaker, on December 
4, 1969, at about 4 a.m. in the morning, 
the Chicago Police Department, work-
ing in conjunction with the FBI and 
the Cook County State’s Attorney, Ed-
ward V. Hanrahan, surreptitiously en-
tered an apartment at 2337 West Mon-
roe where Fred Hampton lived, and 
where other Black Panther Party 
members were staying. They came with 
the premeditated plan to murder Fred 
Hampton, to murder me and any other 
party members that they found in that 
apartment. 

They came armed with machine 
guns, high-powered pistols, and every 
other type of weapon, intent on killing 
everyone in that apartment. They 
came under the guise of executing a 
search warrant for weapons, but had 
every intention of murdering Fred 
Hampton, and others in that apart-
ment. They killed Fred. 

Mr. Speaker, let me make it real 
clear. Throughout American history, 
there has not been anyone other than 
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Fred Hampton that was assassinated 
under the authority of the U.S. Govern-
ment—not one. Fred Hampton was the 
only politically assassinated American 
citizen that was assassinated on the 
shores of our Nation. Fred Hampton. 

They came for me, but they missed 
me, Mr. Speaker. Early the following 
morning at about 5 a.m. on December 
5, they came, the Chicago Police De-
partment tried to kill me again. They 
came to my apartment with a search 
warrant for weapons and they shot my 
door down, but I was not in that apart-
ment. I moved my family out of that 
apartment, just hours before they 
came, on the preceding day. 

Mr. Speaker, they tried to justify the 
murders of Fred Hampton and Mark 
Clark by saying that it was a shoot- 
out, placing the blame on Fred and 
other members of the Black Panther 
Party. Later, it became crystal clear 
that this was a clear politically moti-
vated assassination. 

The grand jury evidence showed that 
the police had fired 99 times—99 shots 
fired into that apartment. And they 
also said that there were only two 
shots that were possibly fired by the 
Panthers in that apartment. 

Mr. Speaker, let me remind you that 
this was during the 1960s, a time of 
deep and necessary awakening in our 
Nation, a time of political protest, a 
time of cultural confrontation. A time 
of change in our Nation. It was a time 
when poor, oppressed people took a 
necessary step forward to end the sys-
temic oppression that they were faced 
with. 

African Americans, women, disabled 
individuals, Mexican-American farm-
workers, Native Americans, anti-war 
protestors, environmentalists, and 
other activists organized to fight dur-
ing this time against injustice and for 
equality and for equity. 

Most of us view this time, some half- 
century later, as a turning point in 
American history. A time when the op-
pressed populations in our Nation fi-
nally had an opportunity to speak up 
and create positive change for them-
selves and by themselves. 

However, Mr. Speaker, J. Edgar Hoo-
ver, didn’t like what he saw. He didn’t 
like what was going on in our Nation. 

J. Edgar Hoover determined that 
anyone who had the audacity to stand 
up and challenge the oppressive status 
quo, that they were a threat. 

To whom? We were American citi-
zens. We loved our Nation. We were a 
threat to him and his consorts—him 
and those who wanted to oppress, for 
racial and other reasons, poor people. 

Mr. Speaker, in 1956, J. Edgar Hoover 
created and designed a program within 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
called COINTELPRO. COINTELPRO 
was an acronym for the Counterintel-
ligence Program of the FBI. 

This program was a calculated, stra-
tegic effort to discredit, dismantle, 
neutralize all the efforts for societal 
reform, for our right to constitu-
tionally redress our grievances and lift 

the oppression, subjugation, discrimi-
nation, and biases that we were forced 
to live under. 

This COINTEL Program illegally, 
outside of the law, spied on and har-
assed American citizens. They went so 
far as to tap phone lines, plant false 
and damaging stories in the national 
and local press, falsely imprison peo-
ple, charging people, and even assassi-
nating American citizens, activists. 

J. Edgar Hoover and the FBI fa-
mously targeted Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., and his family. Hoover 
sought to discredit Dr. King and to un-
dermine his civil rights work by paint-
ing him as a Communist. 

After Dr. King made his iconic ‘‘I 
Have a Dream’’ speech, and the inspira-
tion that it created for people from all 
backgrounds across the Nation, then J. 
Edgar Hoover and the FBI came to 
view Dr. King as a dangerous person. 
They began a massive surveillance 
campaign against Dr. King. They tried 
to prove that Dr. King was a Com-
munist. They failed to produce one 
scintilla of evidence on this, but they 
still habitually harassed Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 

In 1964, the FBI sent what is known 
as the ‘‘suicide letter,’’ that was their 
quote. The letter urged Dr. King to 
commit suicide by calling him a fraud 
and citing alleged extramarital affairs. 
This dastardly, low-life letter was sent 
to Dr. King’s home where it was opened 
by his wife, Coretta. 

This was a calculated, sinister, and 
deeply personal attempt by the FBI de-
signed to bring shame and harm to Dr. 
King and his family. This was outside 
of everything that this Nation stands 
for—outside of the law. 

Mr. Speaker, they were using tax-
payer dollars in order to do these and 
other dastardly things, using this 
COINTEL Program as their vehicle. 

They didn’t stop with Dr. King. Some 
of the other well-known targets for 
this COINTEL Program included 
Aretha Franklin, Malcolm X, Muham-
mad Ali, Billie Holiday, Marilyn Mon-
roe, Jane Fonda, Jean Seberg, John 
Lennon, Yoko Ono, even the 1960s pop 
band, The Monkees. They were also 
victims of COINTEL. 

b 1900 

J. Edgar Hoover had already started 
spying on people like Charlie Chaplin 
and Ernest Hemingway well before this 
COINTELPRO program was finalized 
and set up and operationalized. 

This COINTELPRO program targeted 
everyday people, not just luminaries, 
but everyday, ordinary American citi-
zens, anyone that had the audacity to 
voice a disagreement against discrimi-
nation. 

They even targeted housewives, the 
housewives who attended the chapter 
meetings for the National Organization 
for Women. 

Mr. Speaker, I have introduced the 
COINTELPRO Full Disclosure Act, 
H.R. 2998, and I ask that the Members 
of this Congress sign on to this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

NATIONAL BIBLE WEEK 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Colorado (Mr. LAM-
BORN) for 30 minutes. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the topic 
of this Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, it is a 

great honor for me to come to the floor 
tonight to commemorate the 81st An-
nual National Bible Week, a week in 
which we celebrate the tremendous in-
fluence of the Bible on the freedoms we 
enjoy today in America. 

In 1941, President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt declared the week of 
Thanksgiving to be National Bible 
Week, on the eve of World War II. In 
the years since, every President has 
issued a national proclamation, as have 
many governors and mayors. 

The Bible has had a profound impact 
on my own life as well. When I was an 
18-year old freshman at the University 
of Kansas, I was approached by some 
people who asked me if I knew what 
was in the Bible. I said I believed I 
knew what it was all about; however, I 
had never read any of it for myself. 

The only honest thing I could do at 
that point was to read it for myself. So 
when I read the gospel of John, I ended 
up discovering a personal relationship 
with Jesus Christ, who became my 
Lord and Savior. 

In that gospel, He said, ‘‘I am the 
way, the truth and the life. No one 
comes to the Father but through me.’’ 

So we recognize the Bible’s powerful 
message of hope. We cherish the wis-
dom of the Bible. We acknowledge its 
profound role in the founding of our 
country; and we thank God for pro-
viding this holy book. It has truly 
been, as it says, a lamp unto our feet 
and a light unto our path. 

We are here, in keeping with tradi-
tion, to recognize National Bible Week. 

Mr. Speaker, we have a number of 
fellow Representatives from all across 
this great country of ours who want to 
comment on National Bible Week, on 
the importance of the Bible to them, to 
their districts, and to the country. 

We will go now first with Mr. ROBERT 
ADERHOLT, and then continue down the 
list in the order that people arrived 
here. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Alabama (Mr. ADERHOLT). 

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, it is 
great to be here today to recognize Na-
tional Bible Week and, especially, 
along with my colleague, DOUG LAM-
BORN from the great State of Colorado. 
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